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Biothers Live TogetherdinlUnity
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“Brother” does not literally mean only
male believers. It is a collective term that
includes the whole church family. We are
all brothers because we are God’s
children through Jesus Christ. The same
applies to the name of our denomination
“Mennonite Brethren”. The emphasis is
on the brotherhood that belongs to God’s
people.

It has been more than two years that we
could only meet partially. We were forced
to practice “Social Distancing”. Thanks to
the benefit of technology we can still
connect in some ways. There seemed to
be no end to this “new normal”!

On Easter Sunday, when our children
were back in person, this “new normal”
turned out to be very encouraging. How
blessed is our church family with all these
litle ones! They bring life and new
possibilities to us.

God also has brought a few newcomers
to all of our language groups: English,
Mandarin and Cantonese. We are so
blessed with these new opportunities
open for us. All language groups can'’t
wait to have meals and gatherings
together. We want all newcomers to feel
welcome and belong.

| enjoy watching the crowdedness of our
atrium on Sunday after church. It
expresses our desire to connect to each
other. The pandemic has proved how
insufficient we are when we were apart. In
order to be together, extra effort is made
to come to church in person. In order to
be together, extra time is used to maintain
hygiene protocols. In order to be together,
extra work is done to organize and have
the same activities as before the
pandemic.

How beautifu! How pleasant! And how
precious, is the fact that we are one body
in Christ!

Yet the Unity Jesus prayed for for His
disciples is much greater and deeper.
Jesus described a “complete unity” when
He prayed for the disciples before He
died. The Unity we are working towards
within RCMBC is only a small step toward
that goal.

From Jesus’ prayer, | see a picture of
constant growth of a body, where all the
members continuously grow into maturity
while adjusting to and with each other. |
also see a picture of a growing family,
with continuous addition of members
either by birth or by marriage.
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Jesus also mentioned that the Unity He
has with the Father and the Spirit
empowers Him to give himself up on the
cross, and accomplish the glorious
salvation for us. In the same way, our
union with Jesus would also empower our
desire to give up ourselves as a living
sacrifice, not only to God, but also in
practical life, for each other.

In doing so, we are participating in God’s
working of His Salvation both among us,
and also among the people around us. |
believe that is the kind of “glory” that
Jesus promised to share with us. May
God help us to live up to His promise!

Jesus’ Prayer for His Disciples He left
behind

John 17:20 "My prayer is not for them
alone. | pray also for those who will
believe in me through their message, 21
that all of them may be one, Father, just
as you are in me and | am in you. May
they also be in us so that the world may
believe that you have sent me. 22 | have
given them the glory that you gave me,
that they may be one as we are one: 23 |
in them and you in me. May they be
brought to complete unity to let the world
know that you sent me and have loved
them even as you have loved me.” @
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