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At the beginning of a new year, it's always
good to ask the question, “Where am | in
the process of SANCTIFICATION?” Now
that's a big word. It means that God is
working  within us to change
us—gradually—into the image of Christ,
and He does this primarily through His
Spirit, His Word, and His People. Our part
and responsibility in this process then is
to be open, available and sensitive to His
Spirit’s work within us, to know and apply
His Word, and to live in relationship with
His People. These three are
interconnected, but let's look at them
one-by-one.

First, being open, available and sensitive
to His Spirit's work within us requires us
to have a heart that desires to change
and grow as He leads us and to have
space in our lives (and calendars!) to be
able to listen to Him and reflect,
uninterrupted.

So let’s ask ourselves:

*Do | truly—in my heart—want to grow to
become more like Christ?

* Do | set apart time and opportunity for
God to work within me?

Second, knowing and applying His Word
requires us to first learn about and
understand what God says and then to
put that knowledge into practice in our
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daily lives. There is a tension, however,
because we know more than what we
apply. (For example, we all know that the
Bible says “Do not covet”, or “Do not
desire what others have”, but do we ever
covet? | don’t think too many of us covet
our neighbor’s ox or donkey [Ex 20:17],
but do we ever want a phone like they
have, or a gift or ability like theirs, or a car
or a house like theirs? Well, sometimes
we do, which means we know more than
what we apply; and that’s just one area.
What else do we already know? Forgive
others, be humble, look out for the
interests of others, love God with all your
heart, give to the needy, and so much
more.) Let’s remember that sanctification
is a process and that we should continue
to get to know God and His will for us but
also to put into practice more and more of
what we have learned and are still
learning.
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So let’s ask ourselves:

* What do | need to learn about God and
His Word and His will for my life, and what
will | do to learn this?

* What areas have | already leamed
about but still need to apply more, and
how can | go about doing this?

Lastly, living in relationship with God’s
People requires presence, patience, and
remembering our purpose. We must be
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present—not necessarily in the same
room, but in the sense that we know
where each individual is growing or
struggling—so that we can encourage
and exhort one another; we must be
patient, because God is not done yet with
any of us in this sanctification process;
and we must remember our purpose: we
are together not because we chose each
other, but because God chose each of us,
so that we would be a people, a
community, that helps each other as we
grow in Christ, go and make disciples,
and together glorify God.

And so, let’s ask ourselves:
* Do | have such a relationship with at
least a few of God’s people that | know

> where my brother or sister in Christ is
growing or struggling in their walk with
Jesus?

> whether they are open to the Spirit's
work in their life, are spending time in
God’s Word and are putting things into
practice?
* What can | do to encourage and exhort
a few of God’s people? How can they do
this for me?
* Am | patient with myself and others as
God continues His work in all of us?
*Do | know and remember the purpose of
the Church and is this evident in my life
and interactions with others (believers
and non-believers)? @



Get To Know Me

Some of you know me if you attend the
English service. | could easily be found
sitting down next to Michael in the
service. Yes, I’'m the other half of this sort
of beautiful husband. | have been here in
RCMBC for seventeen months now.

What Am | Doing?

Let me share with you where and how
God works in my life. | didn’t know what |
would do or what ministry God had in
store for me when landing in this country.
| knew that | would be in a church and
serving where my husband would serve. |
have been steeped in the ministry since |
was thirteen years old — first as a children
Sunday school teacher, then as a youth
pastor. For more than half of my life back
then | had been involved in teaching and
nurturing young people.

God has a purpose in each of us made in
His image. | enjoy working with young
people. Also, | believed that God who had
given me a miraculous way (it wouldn'’t
happen if God didn't intervene and
provide) to be equipped at Talbot in
Christian Education (where | met my
husband) had a plan to be fulfilled in me.
Having said that, | was convinced that
God had a purpose in bringing me here,
particularly for building His Kingdom in
the Lower Mainland of Vancouver. For
sure, nothing big, but there’s nothing too
small for God.

Eleven years ago, when spending time
praying, discerning His word and
reflecting on the study of emergent
philosophy that not only had sparked my
thoughts but also seemed to start to be
imposed in early years of education, | felt
urged to be part of their development
stages, hoping not winning all, but at
least, some of these emergent
generations. The philosophy per se is
great in that it values children’s capability,
creativity and imagination, yet missing an

important aspect: our true self can only be
found in God. | started sharing this vision
with a few churches and Christian
schools in Vancouver and Richmond. It
was quite a period of time of silence and
waiting upon His time and for sure, a time
of examining my heart for God.

Long story short, God made it happen. It
was such a joy that He entrusted this
vision, but also it was a “Mission
Impossible” journey. What if | lost the
vision along the way? What if | fell into a
temptation to compromise the values?
What if | failed? What if... what if... what
if... | give thanks to Michael, friends (at
the very beginning stage of planning) and
family who keep me accountable with
reminders and prayers. Above all, to God
who appears along the way every season
through ups and downs, in tears and joys
to help giving strength, grace and
wisdom.

Every moment is an opportunity to spread
the seeds. | always hope through my
teaching and interaction that the children
would love God, the Creator of heaven
and earth. They are my world, my
passion, and my joy. My time with each
child is short. Each day is not only an
opportunity to plant the seeds, but also a
battle to help the children to grow in being
selfless over self-centered, in giving over
gaining, in being the least rather than the
first. After all, when | teach | preach, for |
believe that “the fear of the Lord is the
beginning of knowledge” (Prov 1:7).

God is at work in a mysterious way. We
never know when and how the seeds
grow. The work is not in vain. Like a
farmer, keep working and be faithful.
Harvest time belongs to God. Though, it
was a privilege He allowed me to see His
work in the life of each individual child for
these past eight years. One child brought
her family back to church. Another made
known to her mother that “Jesus is

mighty” (the mother eventually made a
personal decision to accept Jesus; and
now both the mother and child attend a
church). Another retold his classmates
that we were sinners and needed Jesus,
for He is the Savior dying on the cross.
Another asked her dad to pray before
sleep and her dad couldn’t refuse. Not to
mention others... wasn't that God’s
amazing work in them? No other words
could express my heart when behaviors,
attitudes and values were changed into
Christ-likeness, besides praising,
thanksgiving and keeping running with
endurance the race that lies before us.

Faithful in small things. As a head
Teacher, often parents, teachers or
interns come to share their challenges
and problems, either about family, school
or personal. Before they left, | would say
“I'll pray for you” or ask “Can | pray for
you?” No one ever said no. When they
came the second time, | would say “Can |
pray for you, right now?” Again, no one
ever said no. Since then, | simply pray in
front of them, bringing their problems to
my God over the phone or in person. He
opens up another door to minister:
families!

What's Next For Me?

God hasn’t finished yet working in me.
Now | know why God brought me here
and am convinced despite my
weaknesses and shortcomings, He will
continue to shape me to be a Priska He
has in mind. Once | surrendered my life
(at the age of eleven), no matter what
circumstances | face, | know no one can
separate me from God’s love. | am His
and available wherever He wants to take
me as long as | live. @

“...being confident of this, that he who
began a good work in you
will carry it on to completion until the day
of Christ Jesus”
(Phil 1:6)
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